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Before any great idea can be put into execution
there are usually a number of preliminary barriers
which have to be removed. In this case the
first barriers were human. The Nepalese barred
the way to Mount Everest from the south. The
Tibetans had hitherto barred it on the north.
Could the reluctance of the latter to admit strangers
be overcome ? That was the first matter to be
tackled It was a question of diplomacy and
that art had to be exercised before an expedition
could be launched,
A deputation composed of members of the Royal
Geographical Society and the Alpine Club waited
on the Secretary of State for India to acquaint
him with the importance which the two bodies
attached to the project and to enlist his sympathy.
Should that sympathy be forthcoming, and he
have no objection to an Everest Expedition being
sent to Tibet, provided the sanction of the Govern-
ment of India and the Tibetan Government were
obtained, the two Societies proposed inviting
Colonel Howard Bury to proceed to India to
negotiate the matter with the Government of
India. This was the representation that was
made to him.
By a strange coincidence the deputation (which
was headed by the President of the Royal Geo-
graphical Society) was received by Lord Sinha, who
was then Under-Secretary of State. He was
a Bengali, from whose native Province Mount
Everest can be seen. Perhaps he himself was not